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INTRODUCTION. 



This little work, written by a valued Christian 
friend, needs no word of recommendation from 
me; but its subject is of so much importance, 
that too many words can hardly be said in favour 
of its careful and earnest consideration. I most 
cheerfully therefore premise a few remarks. — 
It addresses itself to those daughters of Chris- 
tian parents, who, having been early devoted to 
God, desire that the whole course of their life 
may be according to this beginning ; and who are 
really anxious that every step of their way may 
be with the blessing and under the guidance of 
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mind to the wholesome contemplation of reality 
and truth? And the more simplicity there be, 
the difficulty and the danger is often all the 
greater. When a child (and let her keep that 
tender and happy name beyond, yes, far beyond 
the limit of mere ordinary childhood) hears those 
fervent, and it may be sincere protestations of 
attachment, which are at once grateful to her 
feelings, and flattering to her self-love; is it any 
marvel that she trusts without examination, and 
believes without scrutiny ? And supposing that 
the principles of eternal truth, rooted in the soul 
■through early training and effectual grace, pre- 
vent the stifling of anxious inquiry, and secure 
the exercise of a close discrimination, how often 
is she deceived by the temporary results of her 
own influence! If a system of hypocrisy is not 
adopted by him who would make her his own, 
acquiescence in certain habits and opinions, 
which both parties are too willing to beHeve sin- 
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cere, is deemed sufficient to sanction what is so 
earnestly desired; while it too often happens 
that her assent is given upon the credit only of 
results, which she is flattered are one day to fol- 
low from a control she can never with any 
reason expect to exercise. 

But is there any hope under these circum- 
stances that the evil we are speaking of can be 
remedied? We are assured there is: and we 
rejoice to think that this little work is especially 
directed to this end, and, we believe, well quali- 
fied to promote it. 

The Jirst thing we feel most anxious about, 
in reference to the matter, is, that those 
daughters of Christian parents who sincerely 
fear God and desire to honour and obey 
Him, should recognize the paramount duty of 
marrying onlt/ in the Lord, In this light, first 
of all and above all, ought the step we are about 
to take to be most carefully examined. No 
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excuse ought to be admitted, no hope ought to be 
indulged, nothing should be taken for granted on 
a point of sueh vital moment. While an j uncer- 
tainty remi»n8 on tMs head, they ought to feel 
that nothing elae can allow of a moment's con- 
sideration; and that, not to be scrupulously jealous 
about this one point, is to involve themselves 
in the sin and consequences of grievous spiritual 
idolatry. He that loveth father or mother or 
wife more than Jesus is not worthy of Him: 
and she that can venture to join herself to one 
whom she has no reason, or but a slight one, to 
believe is a sincere follower of Christ, must come 
under the same solemn sentence of rejection. We 
know indeed that to be so precise on such a point is 
considered as carrying things much too far, and 
requiring from human nature more than can be 
jusfly expected. But it is from grace and not 
from nature we expect such a sacrifice to our 
consistency; and we are aware of no exception, 
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under any possible circumstances, to the real 
child of God forsaking all things for Christ. K 
she mean anything by the profession of the 
Saviour, then can she only take, as the centre of 
her earthly affections, one in whom is His image 
and whom she may love in Him. 

Again, it is important that our younger women 
should be aware of the dangers and temptations 
which surround them, in reference to the marriage 
union; and which are of such a special kind. 
Some of these we have already touched upon ; 
such as the inexperience of early life — the natu- 
ral love of admiration — ^proheness to credit flat- 
tery — ^undue estimate of personal influence. All 
these are fearful snares: and with these are gene- 
rally found impatience of control — confidence in 
their own judgment — suspicion of sinister mo- 
tives, or, at least, of indifference in those who 
would check or dissuade — and a recklessness of 
ultimate consequences in the gratification of 
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present impulse. Nor is the usual character 
of their intercourse with their own sex calcu- 
lated to lessen these dangers. Too often they 
encourage each other to think that a union for 
life is the one end to be desired, while it is 
talked of with inconsideration and levity. The 
mind thus becomes incapable of estimating it in 
its solemn and holy relations, and quite un- 
fitted to weigh its importance with thoughtful- 
ness and sobriety. 

Another thing which we would urge — ^not 
however, without a deep conviction of the im- 
probability of carrying our point — ^is the impor- 
tance of careful enquiry before the affections are 
entangled. When this has happened, advance is 
almost inevitable. The judgment becomes so 
rapidly blinded, and so soon enlisted on the side 
of feeling, that there is no disposition to investi- 
gate. Every thing is taken for granted to be as 
it is wished ; and a man gains a character from 
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the imagination, which the slightest exercise of 
sober observation might have dissipated. It is 
true, as we have akeady hinted, the difficulties of 
that previous enquiry are very great ; they involve 
often the confidential consulting of a friend, and 
to many this is impracticable : though it might be 
oftener done than it is. Parents ought to be 
much more within their children's reach in this 
matter than they frequently are, and this perhaps 
from their own fault. Judgment must be combined 
with affection in a child's view of her parents' 
character, if she is to consult them with confidence 
on so important a step ; while, at the same time, 
many children foolishly and sinfully keep to 
themselves what they have every advantage and 
facility for making known to those who love them 
affectionately, and would guide them anxiously. 
The necessary inquiries also often involve so much 
delicacy, that neither time nor circumstances 
allow of much being done, before some over- 
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powering impression is made, which cannot t)e 
obliterated. Still, though it appears com- 
paratively impossible to obtain the desired 
information, there are means within the reach 
of a true Christian child, which we believe will 
never disappoint her. Let her only be as she 
ought to be, living in the habits of personal 
religion, accustomed to search her Bible for 
direction, and to carry cdl her heart to the Lord 
for His teaching ; and she will then be beforehand 
with those entanglements which otherwise she 
will resist in vain ; — whilst a mind thus trained, 
and a spiritual taste thus formed, will at once be 
acute in discriminating, and sound, without being 
uncharitable, in judging. True piety being 
rightly estimated, its genuine marks will be 
required and discerned; and thus, what would 
have captivated a mere worldly mind, will only 
repel one imbued with truth, and heavenly in 
Jts affections. 
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But we will oolj dwell on one other point in 
connectHm with this subject, and not detain 
our readers longer, from what we hope will more 
deeply interest them. We wish that our children 
generally, whom we hope to be in the Lord, should 
feel that by marriage in Him only, can the gfreai 
and aU'important ends of this union be answered. 
Personal happiness is not to foe had in its fulness, 
nay, personal piety must be seriously and materially 
hmdered, if this be not carefully attended to. 
The setting an exmnple to this generation, and 
training the next, are equally impossible. Even 
nevtraUhf^ on such a point, is mischievous : cordial 
oooperati&n, in feiith, and prayer, and effort, is 
necessary. For a mother, by the very instruction 
she must communicate to her children, to 
be obliged tacitly to cast an imputation on a 
father's character and conduct, is not merely 
painful, but deeply injurious. In short, imder 
such circumstances, every chamielm^^i^^V^^^^wy^ 
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and salvation should flow, becomes at least partially 
obstructed; and it is even well if poison become 
not actually mingled with the streams of life. 

In conclusion — if such are the solemn words of 
exhortation we would offer to our beloved children, 
on their entering into the sacred relation of a wife, 
in reference to those with whom they may be 
united, we must not fail to remind them, that it 
is equally important that their character and con- 
versation be according to the gospel of Christ. 
How much wiU devolve upon them in that 
relation who can tell ? — and for these things who 
is suflGlcient ? May this little work be the means 
of leading many to consideration, and of guiding 
many aright ; and may the Lord so make use of 
it by His Spirit, and prosper it through His grace, 
that it may be the means of largely adding to the 
joy and crown, we believe already great, of her 
who has written it, at the appearing of Jesus 

Christ. 

C* %« <8« 
Heading, March 14, 1846, 



TO THE CHILDREN 

COMMITTED TO MT CARE. 



My dear Children, 

Six weeks have passed away since we 
parted. — How have they heen spent hy you and hy me ? 

During our absence you have been tempted to feel that 
I might at least have written brief answers to your nice 
letters. 

Will you think so any longer, when I tell you that I 
have literally written to every one of you, every day — and 
that, if leisure and no fixed occupation constitute a holiday, 
I have sacrificed mine entirely, to get this long letter ready 
before I meet you again, because I find it impossible to do 
such a work, either in part or in whole, when I have you 
around me. 

You will not value tny letter any the less because it is 
printed — ^the contents will speak for themselves. — It is in- 
tended to be your companion, when we are separated, 
perhaps for ever in -this world; and it has been written, 
dearest children, in order to confirm the hope that we may 
never be separated in another and a better. 

The Lord bless it to you abundantly, for His own name's 
sake ! 

Your very affectionate Friend, 

Bridport, 3 1st Jan. 1846. 
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It was a morning in July, a brilliant morning. 
I rose, and looked out from my cottage window. 
The view from it was beautiful : a line of grace- 
fully rounded hills bounded the horizon, and at 
this early hour, stood out from the rich colouring 
of the eastern sky in prominent relief. All was 
lovely and peaceful as ever; but my eye was 
tearful and my heart sad, and feeling lent its own 
coloring to all that I looked upon that morning. 

It was to be the wedding-day of Catherine, 
the child of my heart; one, whom I had trained 
from ten years old with a mother's care, and 
who, being motherless, had learned to love me 
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with a child's iove. She was to be married, and 
married "in the Lord;" and for this I thanked 
God with deep and earnest feeling. I had learned 
to regard such a period in her life as one of the 
very first moment; and in its anticipation had 
prajed and watched, and watched and prayed 
with affectionate and careful interest. Life's cup 
is a mingled one : not only do the bitter and 
sweet succeed each other, but often they are made 
to form parts of the same whole; and it was thus 
with me on the morning in question. 

The marriage-day of my child was necessarily 
a separation-day from me. I rejoiced in the one 
and I mourned over the other; my eye was 
uplifted in thanksgiving, yet it wept; and my 
heart overflowed with gratitude, while yet its 
sorrow was deep. Who does not know the 
intelligibility of these apparent paradoxes, of 
which the Christian life is so full! But I return 
to Catherine, whose history is so pleasant to me, 
that I select it as the first picture with which to 
interest your minds in connection with the sub- 
ject of this little book. 
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She was scarcely ten years old, when her 
father entrusted her to my care, and the veriest 
little sparklet she was that ever shone — 

A bright gentle thing 
Like the dawn of the morn, or the dews of the spring: 
The daisies and harebells her playmates all day, 
Herself as light-hearted and artless as they. 

Oh, how she twined about my heart ! — It 
was my delight to instruct her, and to try to 
form her mind and character in the mould of 
Christian loveliness. There were difficulties in 
the way ; — ^what task worth effecting is without 
them? Where there is decided character, the 
lines which form it must be strongly marked; 
and after much educational experience, my 
testimony distinctly is, that those minds which 
have cost me the most trouble, are those from 
which I have reaped the most manifest blessing. 

Catherine was warmly impulsive, very open to 
admiration, displayful, ardent and affectionate; 
and who that has had experience in training this 
class of character, interesting and attractive 
though it be, does not know aoma>iXi\^% ^^ ^^ 
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flactuadoDs and disappointments consequent upon 
it ? Yet there were strong enooniagements too ; 
and amid the saecession of cloud and sunshine 
which marked our path, Grod enabled me, in 
trusting Him, to hope all things concerning her. 

One indication which greatlj -comforted me 
was the manifestation of a very tender conscience, 
a quick sensibility to sin, and an openness to con- 
viction. There was moreover a ready fear and 
distrust of her own strength of principle, and a 
clinging in humble confidingness to the better 
judgment of another; and in all this my faith 
discerned the little cloud big as a man's hand, 
upon which, like Mary of old, I loved to ponder. 

As she grew into womanhood, her peculiar 
attractiveness threw a halo of interest around her 
which could not fail to excite general admiration. 
Her gentle gliding manner seemed to steal its 
way into all hearts; and the modesty of her de- 
portment was very lovely. 

I was alive to the snare, and my heart measured 
its depth and length with the accuracy of an 
anxious affection; but the time was come, when 
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for a while, at least, she was to be removed from 
my care. A newly-married cousin had invited 
Catherine to accompany him and his wife to the 
continent ; and her father approved the plan for 
his child. Dear girl ! she remained some weeks 
with me after this ; and never, for one moment, 
did the novelty of her prospects, or the pleasure 
of a continental tour, divert her from the deep 
sorrow with which she contemplated leaving the 
" garden enclosed," as she used to term her home 
with me; and her whole anxiety arose from a 
fear, lest in such circumstances she should neglect 
her God, be attracted by the world, and return a 
sapless branch of the True Vine. 

It was an interesting, but a very exciting 
season. The bare mention of any preparations 
necessary for her journey filled her eyes with 
tears in a moment; and it became quite necessary 
that I concealed my own feelings in order to 
strengthen hers. Yet I did deeply feel the sepa- 
ration, and, perhaps, the more so from the evi- 
dence I was daily receiving, of the dear child's 
strength of attachment for, axvd de\^ix^«ck^^\i^^ 
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me. There was something striking and unex 
peeted to me, in such a steady manifestation from 
one so naturally impulsive. 

Every thing in her circumstances was calcu- 
lated to give to her joyous elasticity of spirit, a 
spring of bright anticipation. And to see all 
her natural character thus absorbed, as it were, 
in one deep feeling of regret, arising purely from 
a distrust of her own strength of Christian prin- 
ciple to meet and resist temptation, was an evi- 
dence that gave a depth to my estimate of her 
character altogether unlooked for, and such as I 
had never before, in the least degree, experienced. 
It was so unnatural, that I could not do other- 
wise than encourage myself in the belief, that the 
Holy Spirit had already begun his work in her 
soul, and that his teaching was bringing forth 
those fruits of holy fear which her conduct exhi- 
bited. I parted from her, therefore, with a 
strengthened faith, and a comforted heart; and 
during her travels, every letter came to confirm 
my hope concerning her. 

How she deplored the absence of a faithful 
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ministry, when so situated as to pass a sabbath 
without one ! and once, when she wrote to me 
from Geneva, how did her joy affect me as she 
described her feelings when listening to a faithful 
preacher 1 His sermon that day referred espe- 
ciallj to the distressing circumstance of a boat 
havii^ been overturned on the lake, and many 
lives cut off by this means, amid the full buoy- 
ancy of health and spirits. Catherine's reflections 
upon the event, and the application of the case 
which she made to herself, were at once striking 
and comforting. 

She returned, dear girl, as simple as she went 
— more matured, but not less depending. — God 
had graciously guarded her in the midst of a 
tempting world. Her faith was confirmed by 
means of the exercise it had undergone, and she 
was thus prepared for the circumstances which 
next awaited her. 

Her cousin was to become of age in a few 
weeks, and Catherine, with many other young 
persons, was invited to celebrate the birthday. I 
knew how she would be aituaXed^ ^lAl^wx'i^Vs^x. 
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that closeness of persontd contact into which she 
must necessarily be bronght, under her preaent cir- 
cumstances, might prove more ensnaring to her 
susceptible nature than the ever-varying scenes 
and society which characterise a tour on the con- 
tinent. 

Her first letter veiy much tended to relieve 
such anxieties. One passage in it ran thus : — 

"Here I am, surrounded with young men of 
fashion, all come to keep Norman's birth-day. 
They ply me with foolish compliments; but I try 
not to be pleased with them, though I am dreadfully 
afraid of myself. Often in a day, I go away and ask 
God to keep my heart, for I am sure I cannot keep 
it myself; and I feel as though He were answering 
my prayers, for He does keep me. Pray for me, 
dear, dear friend, remembering that your child is 
weak." 

There was a very uncommon stamp of watch- 
fulness in all this; and I felt assured that bless- 
ing would result, even in this life, from such a 
course of prayerful dependence in one so young 
and BO beset. And thus it was. — 
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Under circumstanced as singularly and provi- 
dentially interesting as those which attended the 
servant of the patriarch Abraham when sent 
to seek a wife for Isaac (but which I do not 
feel at liberty to give in detail thus publicly), 
Catherine became the affianced one of a man 
altogether worthy of her— one, who having 
been repelled by the general character of. un- 
blushing forwardness, which, alas! prevails in the 
{Mresent day, in young women — defacing the love- 
liest features of the female character — ^found in 
Catherine just that modest retirement, and that 
genuine piety and simplicity, which he had 
hitherto sought in vain. 

They were married, in the strictest sense of 
the term, "in the Lord ;*' and the separation con- 
sequent upon it, caused me to rise on the brilliant 
morning in July, with which my story begins, 
my eye tearful and my heart sad, because it was 
the wedding-day of Catherine, the child of my 
heart. 

Will the dear children for whom I write, 
endeavour to imitate this sweet ^x-mcl^^^I '^nsx^ 
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there is a loveliness in it which must attract; and 
do believe on the testimony of experience, that 
wherever God sees a soul delighting itself in 
Him, he will give to such a one the desire of 
the heart. 

It is our sin, our self-will and self-love, that 
shuts us out from a fuU participation of his rich 
benefits : he sees he cannot safely trust us with 
them, and in love he withholds them. Give 
him your hearts, dear children; let his glory be 
your aim, and you will find him a bountiful 
Father ; one who loves to fulfil, to his dear con- 
fiding children, the rich experience of his promise. 

But I must turn to a different picture now^ 
My subject demands that, in very faithfulness, I 
exhibit to you things as they are. Catherine's 
simple tale is one of unconmion occurrence. 
Daily experience shows, alas! too plainly, that it 
stands forth as an exception to the general rule. 
\ wish it were otherwise; and the object of this 
little book is, that it may become so> and that 
many among you, dear children, may be follow- 
ers of her, even as she followed Christ. 
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M7 next Story is an awful one, yet every state- 
ment in it is true ; and the power of contrast will 
lend to it a character of impressiveness which 
one less strongly marked, would perhaps fail to 
give. The particulars came not within my own 
knowledge; but they were told to me by a friend, 
whose word I can thoroughly depend on, and who 
assured me as to their being strictly true. It is 
meant to illustrate a case, in which a sincere 
Christian girl became the victim of a well-prac- 
tised hypocrisy; and although such instances be 
rare, as we hope they are, yet the fact that one 
has come to my knowledge, is sufficient to justify 
me in warning you from the snare, lest any of you 
being so tempted, should, in your simplicity, be 
found ignorant of the devil's devices. 

Various, indeed, are the forms in which he 
assails the Lord's children, in order to tempt 
them into a snare so soul-destroying as an un- 
godly marriage. "Lest thou shouldest ponder 
the path of life," says the voice of inspiration, 
through one whose experience had given him 
sorely to understand the powet oi «vx^ \jecK^\sw- 
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tion, ^* her ways are moveable, that thou canst 
not know them." (Prov. v. 6.) 

The subtilty of that old serpent ! Oh! how 
it glides its stealthy way into the very heart's 
core of this blessed ordinance, sapping its very 
foundations, and causing fruits of gall and worm- 
wood to spring up instead of those of love, and 
joy, and peace. 

Annie Mansell was a respectable young woman, 
who lived in a village in the South of Wales. 
She was a Wesleyan, and a devout simple Chris- 
tian. Samuel Ross, a young man of the same 
village, respectable too, but not devout, proposed 
marriage to Annie. She instantly and decisivdy 
rejected the idea ; telling him why the thing was 
impossible; and seeking, in all Christian love 
and faithfulness, to use the opportunity wisely, 
by explaining the vital difiPerence which exists 
between a real believer in Christ, consequently 
living separate from the world; and one, who, 
however moral in conduct and respected in 
society, lives manifestly "without hope and 
without God in the world." 
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Samuel was astonished ; and expressed himself 
as one open to conviction. Her conversation, he 
said, seemed to present a new world before him, 
and again and again he sought opportunity for 
renewing it. 

Time passed on; the young man altered his 
demcMiour ; attended the means of grace dili- 
gently; and, after a while, the evidence of a 
change of mind and heart in him, seemed so satis- 
factory, that his request to be admitted a member 
of that body of Christians to which Annie 
belonged, was received with thankful joy and 
confidence by all; and perhaps, the poor girl 
herself encouraged the secret, but under such 
circumstances, dangerous belief, that she had had 
much to do with his conversion. 

Alas, poor Annie ! there seemed to her no 
longer any reason why she should reject him as 
her husband; and they were married- 
It was a fatal step; and ere long, her eye was 
opened to see, and her heart to sound, the depths 
of that quicksand, upon which she had wrecked 
her all of earthly happiness. T\v^ ixi^'^ <^*l 'CJssft, 
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hypocrite was soon thrown off. He had gained 
the prize for which he had put it on ; and 
from step to step, the hypocritical professor 
became the avowed opposer of his wife's sin- 
cere faith. 

His first attempt was, by sundry means, to 
seduce her from the ways of godliness ; but, find- 
ing this unavailing, his hostility became noto- 
rious. He had enlisted himself in the service of 
the great deceiver, and soon became an apt scho- 
lar in the invention of malicious wickedness. 

I pass over the detail of much that he devised and 
practised : his path was the path of the wicked ; 
and he trod in the way of those who " sleep not 
except they have done mischief." (Prov. iv. 16.) 
Annie's lot was a hard one indeed : at first the 
unlooked-for blow came with such severity, that 
she thought her spirit must have sunk beneath 
it ; but she threw herself upon her God, and, 
amid the " darkness that might be felt ** of her 
circumstances, she had yet the comfort of this 
assurance, even that He whose eye reads the 
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heart> had read hers throughout; and that, how- 
ever, through her much infirmity, she had suf- 
fered herself to be sinned against, yet, that she 
had not willingly sinned in the matter of her 
marriage. Here was peace in the midst of trou- 
ble — ^the springing up of that light which is 
" sown for the righteous," and which, like the 
bow of promise, shines brightest on the darkest 
cloud. Prayer was her great resource ; and the 
stated meetings of her Christian associates for 
this purpose, became seasons of peculiar precious- 
ness to her souL She hailed them as bright spots 
in her dark path, and often realized them to be 
times of refreshing from the presence of her God. 
Hers was an overwhelming trial ; and under 
it, the hands not unfrequently hung down, and 
the knees grew feeble; yet there were moments 
when faith triumphed, when its bright vision 
penetrated the clouds of sense, and when, consent- 
ing to the mysterious dealings of her God, she 
was enabled with the patriarch of old to say, 
"He knoweth the way that I take; when 
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he hath tried me I shall come forth as gold." 
(Job xxiii. 10.) 

One device by which her wretched husband 
tried to keep her from attending these meetings 
for prayer was, that whenever she resorted to 
them, he busied himself in disarranging every 
thing in her neat cottage; all its furniture he 
threw together in indiscriminate confusion ; he 
knew that the habits of his wife were peculiarly 
neat and orderly ; and childish as this means of 
annoyance may seem, it was yet one chosen with 
the wisdom of the serpent, and Annie felt it to be 
so ; her spirit was tried by it, but she met the trial 
with prayer, and therefore, it did not overcome 
her. She was enabled to observe towards her 
husband a manner of touching forbearance, the 
meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of the 
Lord is of such great price. Hers was that 
gracious love which is "not easily provoked ;" and 
she trusted that, in exhibiting it under such 
provocation, his hostility might yield to the * 
penetrating power of such a principle. But alas ! 
it was far otherwise. In a walk and conversation 
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SO lovelj and endearing, there was a silent but 
powerful eloquence, that spoke his condemnation, 
and it only irritated his passionate resentment the 
more. Satan filled him ; and hatred to his wife 
— ^rather, to the Grod whom his wife loved and 
honoured — soon assumed a deeper dye than he 
perhaps himself contemplated. 

One night, Annie had gone to seek the relief 
of social prayer, and returned, expecting as usual 
to find her home the scene of discomfort and 
confusion. On the contrary, all remained as she 
had left it ; the fire burned cheerfully, the supper 
was laid, and every thing arranged with a pecu- 
liar attention to order and comfort. Astonished 
beyond measure, she stood for some time contem- 
plating the change. What could it mean ? Could 
it be the day of God's power to her poor erring 
husband? — and did she see the evidence of a 
repentant heart in all this? Were her prayers 
at length to be answered ? and should she indeed 
behold him a brand plucked from the burning ? 
Her hopefulness of feeling rose with the enquiry ; 
and as she stood over the iiiea\^Te:^«x^^^o^V«t'» 
c 
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she poured out her heart in the fuhiess of suppli- 
cation to Him, with whom nothing is impossible. 
But as she sat down to partake of it, another 
enquiry arose, and spite of her endeavours to 
resist it, she felt her mind intent on the thought, 
"Or, can any evil design be hidden under this 
apparent kindness ? and can my husband meditate 
my hurt, perhaps my life?" She repelled, but 
could not get rid of the suspicion ; it was agony 
to her, yet could she not put it away ; and it were 
not easy to describe the feeling with which she 
threw the meal aside and went to bed supperless. 
Her husband's tone and manner, when, in the 
morning, he asked her how she had liked her 
supper, were not calculated to allay her fears; 
and the confirmation of them seemed almost more 
than she could bear. To no human ear dared she 
whisper the dread that filled her. It might not be 
true, — she hoped it was not, — yet the conflict of a 
doubt on such a point was almost Insupportable 
— and but for her God she must have sunk under 
it. To Him she felt able to tell out every thing ; 
and in such an hour, oh! what a treasury of 
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sufficient grace was His word of promise to her 
souL It met her case ; she realized in it a power 
that was enough ; and as her eye rested on such 
passages as, "God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that you are able ; but 
win with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it" (1 Cor. 
X. 13), her soul tasted something of the peace that 
flows out to a mind stayed on its God. She thought 
of Jesus, of that great high-priest, who was "in 
all points tempted like as we are," who in " all 
our afflictions is afflicted." She pondered the 
exhortation to " consider Him that endured such 
contradiction of sinners against Himself ; lest ye 
be wearied and faint in your minds." And in 
humble imitation of his example, she sought in 
her agony to pray the more earnestly. 

But, bitter, and full as her cup seemed, there 
wanted one drop more to fill it up, and this came 
ere long. After the last-mentioned transaction' 
things for a while went on much as usual, varied 
only by the varying forms in which her husband's 
opposition expressed itself. Axvxvvfe \^^S^^W^^ 
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hearts with the most suspicious jealousy, under 
circumstances at all similar to those in which 
poor Annie stood. 

Profession is comparatively easy, when a 
strong earthly desire is the object for which it is 
assumed ; and actuated by such a motive, the 
flesh may be excited into a mighty effort. A 
course that would otherwise be bondage, may, in 
the prospect of success, seem to be a service of 
perfect freedom, at least for a time; and an 
individual may mask himself to himself under the 
influence of such feelings and circumstances. Be 
wary, therefore; never give encouragement to 
hopes, which are built conditionally on any effort 
within the reach of human nature to fulfil; let 
your estimate of character be made, when no 
inducement to an assumed profession exists ; and 
as the surest means of safety, seek ever a watchful 
prayerful spirit. Be afraid of yourselves ; admit 
to yourselves the fact of your susceptibility, your 
inexperience, your natural love of admiration, and 
be self-distrustful. Watch narrowly and estimate 
. honestlj the very first motions of feeling, which 
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betray a going out of your young hearts to any 
corresponding feeling on the part of another. 
Search and try them thoroughly before your God 
with simplicity and singleness of purpose. Ask 
Him to take the reins of your affections into his 
own hand, and to control and to direct them, so 
that they may run only in the way of His com- 
mandments. Thus, "Ponder the path of thy 
feet, and all thy ways shall be ordered aright." 
(Prov. iv. 26 ; margin.) " Delight thyself also 
in the Lord, and he shall give thee the desires of 
thine heart." (Ps. xxxvii. 4.) 

One brief story more. It illustrates another 
and perhaps the most successful form of tempta- 
tion by means of which Satan allures the soul 
into the sin of an ungodly marriage. I refer to 
the delusion which leads so many to marry 
an amiable worldly man, in the vain and un- 
scriptural hope, that their influence will be 
sufficient to convert his soul ; a source, how 
prolific of human misery I Oh, it is a bait, by 
which thousands are enticed to sell their own 
happiness for time — ^if not for eternity. 
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Such a one was Ellen Howard. She knew 
and she loved the Lord, but under circumstances 
of peculiar temptation, she forgot to " watch and 
pray." But the enemy of her soul was watchfuL 
He saw how loosely the reins of her affections 
were held ; and, seizing upon them, her judgment 
and her discernment alike were borne swiftly 
away, to work the ruin of her own peace. 

She married; her husband's love for her was 
almost idolatrous, her earthly cup was full to 
overflowing, she had everything that heart could 
wish. But, was she happy ? Did Paradise make 
our first parents happy, when their consciences 
became burdened with sin ? Neither could 
Ellen's earthly paradise make her happy. 

Her pathway, it is true, looked like some 
lovely garden, richly and gaily adorned with 
flowers of every color and beauty ; and she who 
walked in its midst, was, in the eyes of many, the 
fairest and the loveliest of all ; but alas I she carried 
about within her a blighted spirit, that lent its 
own withering character to everything around, 
and the fragrancy and brilliancy which others 
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praised, were to her stamped indelibly with the 
impress of sin and death. 

In a less exalted, and a less envied position, 
she hsd known what it was to bask in the smile 
of a Saviour's love 5 and warmed by those beams, 
and led by that light, she had, in compamtive 
poverty, felt herself rich with the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. 

Now the sun of an earthly prosperity shed 
upon her its meridian rays, but they had no 
power to penetrate h^ heart; its gladness was 
gone, and neither light nor sufficiency were there, 
and she felt poor, essentially poor, in the midst of 
affluence. 

Before her marriage, she had lived in the home 
and in the heart of a beloved brother. He was a 
faithful minister of Christ ; and imder God, had 
been made the instrument of his sister's conversion. 
The bands therefore, which bound them together 
were of no common strength, and in a limited 
sense it may truly be said, they were sdl in all to 
each other. One in heart and in purpose, they 
lived to bless and to be blessed. 
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The little village of M was the scene of 

their mutual labours. Ellen assisted in carrying 
out all her brother's projects for the good of his 
little flock. She superintended his schools, she 
visited the poor, she was diligent in every good 
word and work; and her sweetness, and her 
sympathy, found their way into all hearts. To 
her brother, who shall tell how dear she was ? 
or who be able to estimate the anguish, which 
followed the announcement of her intended 
departure from the vicarage of M . 

The person she married was not a stranger to 
her ; she had known and had been admired by him 
in earlier days ; and on this account, his unlooked 

for appearance at M excited in the heart of 

her watchful brother feelings of the deepest 
anxiety. He saw her danger, and by every 
means in his power endeavoured to dissuade her 
from the thought that occupied her. Prayerfully 
and solemnly did he set before her the certain 
result of a course so opposed to the command of 
God ; and faithfully did he warn her from a step, 
so inevitably ruinous to her highest and holiest 
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interests. But, alas I Ellen had yielded^her heart 
to other influence ; and for the first time in her 
life, his words fell as "water spilt on the ground, 
which cannot be gathered up again." She 
married ; and oh I what a farewell to happiness 
was hers. Her brother realized all the evil ; he 
heard the knell of her peace in the merry 
peal which sounded out her bridal ; and his half- 
broken heart could only follow her on her way, 
with prayer and with tears. Yet his faith in the 
eternal purposes of his God failed him not. He 
was able to look at them with a believing eye, 
and to repose on them vnth a trusting heart, and 
in spite of all discouragements, to feel — 



She is not dead — she only sleeps : 

Life in her soul its vigil keeps: 

Though dark the cloud, though strong the chain»^ 

Speak, Lord, and she shall live again ! 

She is not dead — ^it cannot be 
That one whose soul so glow'd to thee 
Should all that's past renounce, forget : 
Oh I speak, and she shall hear thee jet. 
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I know — I know how once she felt ; 
Have seen her spirit mount and melt ; 
Have join'd with her in praise and prayer, 
And cannot, dare not, yet despair. 

She that has fed on heavenly food, — 
Conversed with all that's great and good, — 
Can she descend from heights like these. 
To the poor worldling's husks and lees? 

She that has hent at heaven's high throne. 
And claim'd its glories for her own, 
An earth-worm here again to crawl ? — 
She cannot long so deeply falL 

I know how many for her feel, 
And plead with thee to come and heal : 
I know the power of faith and prayer — 
I cannot, will not, yet despair. 

Sunk as she is in thoughtless sin. 

Thou hast a still small voice within ; 

A silent hold — a hidden plea — 

That needs hut quickening, Lord, from Thee. 

A look of Thine can life impart ; 
A tone of thine can touch the heart ; 
The very grave thy voice must hear : 
Oh, hid it reach our sister's ear ! 

Press on her soul each pang and scorn 
Which thou for her of old hast home; 
And ask how she will dare to meet 
Tb^ face upon a judgment seat 
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Talk to her heart, and bid her feel; 
Send forth thy word to wound and heal ; 
Melt off her spirit's icy chain, 
And bid her rise and live again. 

She is not dead : Thy voice divine 
Can still revive, and seal her thine. 
And *neath thy wing she yet may dwell, 
More meek, more safe, than ere she fell. 

A heavy cloud was upon Ellen's conscience. 
Infatuation bound her in its chains, and for a 
time she dreamt of nothing but the pleasures 
before her. But this could not last. She was a 
child of God, though a fallen one ; and in spite 
of all the hindrances from without, there was a 
voice within which would be heard, and Ellen 
stood humbled beneath its correcting power. 

Hard indeed were the lessons which she now 
began daily to learn. Like the prophetic roll, 
her experience was written within and without, 
with "lamentations, and mourning, and woe;" 
and the hope that had been in her mouth as 
honey for sweetness, became in its result bitter 
as wormwood. 

Amid many trials there was one that exceeded 
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all the rest in keenness of anguish. This was 
the hostility shewn towards her dearly loved 
brother. Her husband was aware of the attempt 
made to prevent their marriage ; and not being 
able to estimate the Christian principle which 
actuated her brother, he altogether mistook its 
character; and, under a sense of personal in- 
justice done to him, he decidedly prohibited his 
wife from intercourse with one whose influence 
over her he so much dreaded. 

She did everything she could to overcome his 
resolution, but in vain. Indulgent and yielding 
on every other point, he was inexorable on this ; 
and when that brother was dying ; and when, as 
a last request, he pleaded for one farewell inter- 
view with her who was dearer to him than any 
thing on earth beside, it was denied him, and 
Ellen never smiled again. 

It was bitter, very bitter, to be thus separated 
from a loved brother on earth ; but there was a 
still more poignant bitterness in her separation 
from that Friend in heaven who sticketh closer 
than a hrother. For thirty years she had lived 
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in spiritual banishment ; her soul had never 
enjoyed one beam of light from her Saviour's 
countenance. 

She did not long survive her brother ; but his 
faith and hope concerning her were fully realised. 
It pleased God, whose " way is in the sea, and 
whose path is in the great waters, and whose 
footsteps are not known," (Ps. Ixxvii. 19), to cast 
around Ellen's dying hour a bright manifestation 
of his pardoning grace. " If thy children forsake 
my law, and walk not in my judgments ; if they 
break my statutes, and keep not my command- 
ments ; then will I visit their transgression with 
the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. Never- 
theless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take 
from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail." 
(Ps. Ixxxix. 30—34.) 

Such was the experience of Ellen's chastened 
soul. She had departed from her Grod. She 
had gone astray like a lost sheep; and the thorns 
which grow in the far country of sin and un- 
belief, had sorely pierced her wandering feet. 
But the eye of the good Shepherd was vi^oivk^x: 
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through every step of her way ; and in his own 
appointed time, he went after that which was 
lost, until he found it; and when he had found it, 
he laid it upon his shoulders rejoicing — "For I 
have found my sheep, which was lost*' .(Luke 
XV. 16.) 

Ellen's departing moments were full of tri* 
umph. She was permitted to enter, believingly, 
into the joy which sounded in heaven over " one 
sinner that repenteth; " and her last hours were 
spent in faithful and solemn conversation with 
her weeping yet still unconverted husband. 

Clasping her little Bible in the hand which she 
rested in his, and fixing her dying eyes upon him, 
she implored him to read and to pray over it; and 
then, with a smile of heavenly peace upon her 
features, she repeated, " To the Lord our Grod 
belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have 
rebelled against him." (Dan. ix. 9.) " He retaineth 
not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in 
mercy." (Micah vii. 18.) " He restoreth my soul : 
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness, for 
his name's sake. Yea, though I walk through the 
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valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil : 
for thou art with me ; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me." (Psalm xxiii. 3, 4.) 

Such was Ellen's story ; and in the mirror 
which it holds up, I believe that many, very 
many, may see reflected their own bitter ex- 
perience. In connection with it, my heart feels 
that it has much to say to you; and be not 
less interested if I say it through the pen of 
another. I refer to Lady Powerscourt : — her eye 
had seen and her heart had tasted more than very 
many. I write to you in the language of observa- 
tion ; she writes the better teaching of experience^ 

The following is one of her beautiful letters, 
addressed to a friend who was about to take 
a step exactly similar to that which Ellen 
Howard took. 

" My very dear : After the encourage- 
ment which your letter, received last night, gives, 
I lose not another day in writing. 

"The reasons which have kept me hitherto 
from doing so are various ; but the reason which 
weighed heaviest with me, was a feai oi \!a»3K«i^ 
D 
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you unhappy, without being of any use. But now 
you give me liberty to say what I think, and as 
I think much on it, I fear my letter will not be 
very short. 

"It was truth you spoke, when you said I should 
not have encouraged it, had I known all the 
circumstances. I was indeed astonished at your 

reasoning, and much more at ^'s, but not the 

least astonished at the engagement of your affec- 
tions ; for this, I often told you, I expected : but I 
am not going to laugh at you. No, dear ■■■ ■ , I feel 
most sincerely for you. It is the fashion to laugh 
at and ridicule love ; but when disappointed, I do 
think it among the most painful of the Lord's 
dispensations to sinners: to be the means of 
crushing one who loves you ; for the happiness or 
misery of one dear to you to hang upon your 
yes or no ; and yet to have to pronounce *No,* and 
thus to leave an impression of ingratitude and 
unkindness ; to know there is one in this wilder- 
uess, whose every thought is yours, miserable on 
your account, and yet not able even to attempt 
to administer comfort ; it is very painful, especially 
when to this is added, a long isisrv^u. 
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"I am a very hard-hearted creature ; but there 
are some cases, in which I can in some degree 
understand the command, *Weep with those who 
weep.' And your case borders too much on my 
own, not to sjrmpathize with you, I mean when I 
speak of your giving it up; therefore do not 
think what I say unkind. I am not ignorant 
what it is to give up an object tenderly beloved ; 
but I can also say, I am not ignorant of the peace 
which foUows, when the lacerated soul is at 
length able to surrender itself, with a subdued 
and unruffled heart, into the arms of everlasting 
love, saying, * Undertake for me.' This I say, 
believing what you have declared ; for few have 
much affection. But however painful the struggle^ 
it is short and light, compared with what you, in 
the other case, will be entailing on yourself and 
him. Is it happiness to disappoint the high 
expectations he has built upon, in his union with 
you ? — or do you expect to be more amiable than 
our Jesus, and think you will succeed in walking 
consistently, and yet pleasing the world ? — or is 
the carnal mind to be expected to endure it 
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better ? Do not be angry at my speaking of him 
as an unbeliever ; for if not now a believer, it is 
presumption in you to build upon his seeming 
anxiety on the *one thing needful.' If the 
Bible is true, there is a rooted enmity within ; 
and, though he may admire the religion of Jesus 
at a distance, he cannot love to come in contact 
with it in every turn of life, to have it the 
subject of conversation, the end to which every 
thought, word, and action tends. I say not this, 
only from seeing it around, but the word of Grod 
has said it ; and truly, I can say from what I see, 

dear , love conversions are not to be trusted. 

I do not say it is hypocrisy in Mr. , or 

in many others I could name ; but love for the 
individual really deceives them into love of 
what is dear to that individual. 

"It was not hypocrisy, I say, in to admire 

because she did not join in the dance, which, 

joined to his being so well inclined, induced 
her to see no harm in following the desires of her 
own heart. Has he helped her on f When such 
uneven weights are put into the scale, one mus 
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ascend, just in proportion as the other descends. 
It was not hypocrisy, in another in my eye, 
to drive with his now wife's relations, constantly 
to town, on purpose to talk of those subjects ; to 
come to this house, and show such anxiety, as to 

sit up nights, with dear , inquiring into the 

Truth. Alas ! you could hardly distinguish now, 
if she is a Christian or not, after holding out 
against the reproach of it for many years. 

"I could mention one, who spoke at all the 
Dublin meetings, so zealous was he for the truth ; 
yet, when the prize was obtained, he opposed, 
and put a stop to her visiting the poor, or having 
schools, — ^put an extinguisher on the Lord's bright 
light. I could mention one, whose prayers 
deceived even the very elect, now contending for 
balls, plays, reading novels. Passing over many 
others, I could come nearer home, and remember 
letters full of the one subject, by one who never 
meant to deceive, or could bend to deceive, in his 
life ; the glory of whose character is, and was, 
openness to an extreme. It was not hypocrisy ; 
he really admired and joined in. it, ^\id c.Q\5AAB»fc^ 
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long to join in every way religious society, 
church going, reading with, and arguing with 
his wife, even attending the catechising of the 
poor: and though his love, and kindness^ and 
affection are as devoted as ever, is it happiness, 
not to be able to speak of your Beloved, who 
occupies, or should occupy, your every thought, 
without exciting the strongest expressions of dis- 
approbation ? Is it happiness, to have no 
communication with one always with you? — he, 
despising your pursuits ; you, not relishing his. 
Is it happiness, while rejoicing in the glorious 
promises yourself, to feel your very joy your 
greatest grief, in being reminded that he who is 
dearer to you than your own soul has no part nor 
lot in the matter ; fearful every time he goes out, 
knowing he is without God, and consequently 
without hope in such a world ? Is this a painted 
up description ? Alas, not ! How far short of 
what most endure ; — ^how often it is persecution — 
how often separation from every means of grace, 
every exertion; a drawing and quartering of 
auction ; duties spiritual drawing one way, 



OR, CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE. 39 

duties earthly the other; till, from necessarily 
opposing the will of him who expects to be 
obeyed, the a£Pections of the idol loosen, and all 
the &c &c. miseries ensue ? If this were to be 
from an enemy, you might bear it ; but how will 
you from your companion, your guide, your own 
funiliar friend, with whom you hoped to take 
sweet counsel, and to have walked to the house of 
Gk>d as friends ? Is it fair of you, knowing this, 
thus to deceive, and ruin the happiness of Mr. 

? Is it not better to cut it in a vein that 

can be healed ? *0h I' you will say, *you do not 
know Mr. — , or you would not so speak ; he 
could not deceive, he is so natural.' I believe it ; 
and remember I said it was not hypocrisy. From 
what I have heard, I believe him to be thoroughly 
amiable, and I dare say wiell inclined. But if 
you have awaited for an earthly father's consent, 
why not for a heavenly Father's? Why not 
tiU his good inclination end in conversion, till his 
seeking end in belief? Because you are sure it 
is Grod's intention to bring him to himself, and 
that by your means ? Really, my d<ei«iX, ^VaI ^x^ 
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become of your reasoning faculties ? Have you 
been let into Grod's counsels ? — and even if you 
have, are you to disobey his will in order to bring 
them to pass ? Do you remember whose work 
conversion is ? and does He require you to do evil, 
that he may do good ? Were you to have given 
yourself to him before you knew the Lord, and 
then expect that he would hear your prayers 
for him, it would be expecting abounding grace ; 
but is it less than presumption with open eyes to 
unite yourself to him now, and then expect, that 
since you have not fitted yourself to God, he will 
fit himself to you ? I should fear you were 
leaving yourself without an argument to plead 
with him. Would it be excusable to run away 

with Mr. and marry him at Gretna Green, 

because you feel so certain your father intends to 
give his consent? But perhaps you will say, 
*The Lord has not forbid it.' I have again 
considered the chapter in Corinthians ; I still am 
of opinion, that it. is exactly in point. Keep 
in mind there is no middle state. Read Eom. 
viii, ; and see, those in the flesh are not in the 
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Spirit, those in the Spirit are pot in the flesh. 
If the evidences given of those in the Spirit (to 
whom alone the promises belong) are not seen in 
him, he is in the flesh ; and he is to be considered 
by the Christian in the same light as an infidel, as 
his *evil communication corrupts good man- 
ners.' 

" Surely, if the Israelites are so repeatedly urged 
not to mingle with the heathen, lest they learn 
their works, and are so often chastened for this 
sin, are we in no danger in taking such as guide, 
counsellor, companion, — ^the repository of every 
care, joy, and sorrow,— the one we vow to obey ? 
Believe me, a man will not learn from his wife. 
Why are the Lord's people kept so separate — a 
peculiar people throughout the Bible ? and what 
was the effect of their intermarriages ? See both 
Ezra and Nehemiah. Did Solomon, with all his 
wisdom, lead his ungodly wives the good way, or 
did they lead him the bad? Is human nature 
changed ? Why did David so repeatedly say he 
would not know, or even have to dwell in his 
house, one that is not the Loid'%\ l\i^ \^\QKksi. 



42 .ONLY IN THE LORD; 

upon such as his enemy ; and even that his com- 
panions shall be those who fear the Lord? Is 
not still the path of the just a shining light ? Is 
the way of the ungodly less darkness? Have 
light and darkness more communion than they 
had? Why does St. Paul say, to marry *only 
in the Lord?' Is it that you shall have more 
advantages than at home ? The Lord has settled 
the oney and can glorify himself in you, who are 
his property, bought, paid for. He has forbid 
the other. 

"I do not expect you in the least to mind what 
I say, and I fear all this will be seen some day 

by Mr. ; but I have said nothing against 

him, except that he is not now one of G-od's 
children, which I gather from yourself. I deny 
not he may some day turn out a brilliant light ; 
but whether or not, I must think it the gr^itest 
presumption fbr you, in his present state, to 
marry him. As for his being afflicted, do you 
mean to say that none are afflicted except the 
Lord's children ? I wish I could think the same, 
BDd that all whom I have seen under stripe upon 
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Stripe, or even those who have been at the time 
softened by it^ consequently must be safe. Alas, 
alas, no ! 

"When I found writing was useless, I prayed 
often ; but your reasoning on this also is strange. 
You determine, if you can, to walk into the fire, 
yet you tell me to pray that you may not be 
burned. Would you think it reasonable for me, 
were I to yield myself to the dissipations of the 
world, and tell you to pray that I should not be 
led into temptation. As to God making it out 

by His providence, I have answered Mr. . 

If I were asked what I saw in His providence, I 
should be inclined to answer, He is^ emphatically 
asking, *Lovest thou me more than these?' 
You answer in words, 

* Give what thou canst, without thee I am poor ; 
With thee rich, take what thou wilt away :' 

but you as plainly deny it in action. He says, 
* If you love me, keep my commandments.' It 
is painful to flesh and \Aoo^ to q.\3l\. o*S. ^ ^v^ 
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hand, to pluck out a right eye ; yet it is expected ; 
and those are not worthy of him, who are not 
willing to give up all, Hake up their cross, and 
follow him.' Abraham's was a painful trial of 
faith, when called to offer up his Isaac. Would 
it have proved his love if he had said, ' I cannot 
do that ; but if the Lord takes him from me, I 
shall be resigned' ? The trial of your faith must 
be much more precious than gold, must be tried 
in fire, and will prove itself by giving up the 
idol ; not in being resigned, should it be denied 
by your Father : not by determining, if you can, 
to do evil, that good may come. 

"As to saying you have consented ; that I con- 
sider as the world's honor. You have made a 
promise you had no right to make, and therefore, 
you have no right to keep. The Lord says, 

*Give m£ thine heart.' Mr. says, 'Give 

me thine heart,' The Lord says, *If you give 
me all, — ^time, talents, every thing, — ^without the 

heart, they will be nothing.' Mr. says the 

same. You answer, *I will give it to both.' 
But stop, and remember who it is says, 'How 
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can two walk together except they be agreed?' 
Remember who says he will not divide the heart 
with Belial. Choose, then, whom you will serve. 
Oh ! may you be able to answer in action, * Lord, 
thou knowest all things : thou knowest that I love 
thee.' Oh ! well he knew our frame who appointed 
that our heaven should consist of love ! It is a 
dangerous feeling to be trifled with; there is 
something so sweet in loving and being loved. 
All in Christ Jesus shall drink together of the 
draught of everlasting love, when at length we 
reach that ocean of love without bottom or shore : 
when He shall himself show us, in the map of 
time, the line of love which has traced out our 
every step through this dark howling wilderness. 
There we shall wonder at ourselves for ever 
hesitating whether He that spared not his only 
Son, but gave him up for us, will not with Him 
give us all good things. 

* Above the rest this note shall swell, 
My Jesus hath done all things well.' 

"Hoping and praying for your eternal ^ood 
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whatever may happen, — ^that the evil as well as 
the good may work for it, — 

" I am, dear , as ever, 

" Your very sincerely affectionate, 

"T. A. P." 

May God impress every word of this spiritual 
truthful letter upon your hearts I And now, dear- 
est children, having transcribed it, and having fear 
your instruction pointed out three different forms 
of temptation by which our great enemy succeeds 
in tempting the soul away from its God, I would 
ask you affectionately to consider them ; to hang 
them up as pictures upon the walls of your mind ; 
to be encouraged by the one, and to be warned 
by the others. Often contemplate them, and 
underneath them write this inscription: '*Keep 
thy heart above all keeping, for out of it are 
the issues of life." (Prov. iv. 23 ; marginal 
reading.) 

But it would be to come short of my highest 
aim ID teaching you, were our subject to stop 
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here. Knowing as I do the power of familiar 
illustration, and having learned by experience, 
that a principle is more easily impressed upon 
the youthful mind by this means than by almost 
any other, I have selected it merely as an 
introduction. My chief object, and that which 
originated the thought of this little volume, 
is, in all scriptural simplicity, to bring God's 
word to bear upon all that class of feeling and 
temptation, of which I treat; and gathering 
the expression of the Divine Mind into one focus, 
and praying that the Holy Spirit may cause his 
own unclouded light to shine upon the testimony, 
I would have you, dear children, begin with me 
at the beginning of the Bible ; and in dependence 
upon His blessing, and the teaching and power 
of the Holy Ghost, examine what is written. 

The only comment I would make in reference 
to the sacred ordinance of marriage, as given to 
us in the second chapter of Genesis, is to refer 
you to the following remarkable passages in 
connexion with it. — "Wives, submit yourselves 
unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For 
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the husband is the head of the wife, even as 
Christ is the head of the church : and he is the 
Saviour of the body. Therefore, as the church is 
subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their 
own husbands in every thing." (Eph. v. 22 — 24.) 
And again in the 45th Psahn, read the description 
which is given of the Bride — the Church ; and, 
dear children, may it attract you, and excite 
in you an earnest desire after the true adorning 
of the christian bride. ** Hearken, O daughter, 
and consider, and incline thine ear ; forget also 
thine own people, and thy father's house ; so shall 
the King greatly desire thy beauty : for he is thy 
Lord ; and worship thou him." "The King's 
daughter is all glorious within ; her clothing is of 
wrought gold;" a beautiful illustration of the 
indwelling Spirit bringing forth the fruits of 
purity, holiness, and peace. This is that adorning 
which the Apostle Peter reconmiends— the all- 
gloriousness within ; "not that outward adorning 
of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of 
putting on of apparel ; but let it be the hidden 
wan of the heart, in that which is not cor- 
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ruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of Grod of great' 
price." (1 Fet. iii. 3, 4.) 

By thus comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual, may you learn rightly how to estimate 
the power of a type, which is intended to image 
forth on earth a love no less holy than the love 
of Christ for his Church; that so you may be 
alive to the exceeding sinfulness of the sin that 
would blind your eyes, and cloud your judgment, 
to the danger of overlooking God's own purpose 
in this his hallowed ordinance. 

"In vain the net is spread in the sight of any 
bird" (Prov. i. 17) ; and if, by means of this little 
book, I may be made God's bumble instrument 
in opening your eyes, and leading you to ponder 
the subject, before your affections become en- 
tangled, and the avenues of your heart shut against 
the voice of admonition, how happy — ^how 
thankful will it make me ! God grant it, for 
His own Name's sake. 

The happiness of Eden was lost with the 
purity of our first parents ; and we have only to 
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travel over three short chapters, ere we read — 
"And it came to pass, when men began to mul- 
tiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were 
born unto them, that the sons of Gk)d saw the 
daughters of men that they were fair ; and they 
took them wives of all which they chose. And 
God saw that the wickedness of man was great 
in the earth, and that every imagination" (or, as 
the margin expressively renders it, not only the 
imagination, but also the purposes and desires of 
his heart) "was only evil continually; and it 
repented God that he had made man, and it 
grieved him at his heart: and the Lord said, 
I will destroy man whom I have created from 
the face of the earth." (Gen. vi. 1 — 7.) 

From this scripture we perceive, that in that 
earliest time, there was a distinction between 
the children of God and the children of the 
world ; and that the first great overwhelming 
destruction of the flood upon the earth, may 
be traced to the abounding wickedness which 
resulted from ungodly marriages, between in- 
dividuaHa in these two classes. 
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And to proceed in the order of Scripture; we 
come next to a very striking and interesting 
scene. Abraham, the father of the faithful, was 
old and well stricken in age — stricken in 
experience too — one well acquainted with the 
mind and will of his Grod. He had one son— one 
only child — ^his Isaac — ^his well beloved — ^he, in 
whom, as a type, so much of glorious promise was 
wrapped up. Can any of us estimate how dear 
to the father's heart must have been all that 
concerned this son ? The boy was grown into 
manhood ; and Abraham had one leading anxiety 
concerning him. — This was his marriage; and 
the importance which his heaven-instructed mind 
gave to the subject is plainly discernible in the 
following passage : "And Abraham was old, and 
well stricken in age ; and the Lord had blessed 
Abraham in all things. And Abraham said unto 
his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over all 
that he had. Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my 
thigh, and I will make thee swear by the Lord, 
the God of heaven, and the Grod of the earth, 
that thou shalt not take a wife unto my «»ow oC t\sft. 



52 ONLY m THE LOBD ; 

daughters of the Cananites, among whom I dwell : 
but thou shalt go unto my country, and my 
kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac. 
And the servant said unto him, Peradventure 
the woman will not be wiUing to follow me unto 
this land : must I needs bring thy son again unto 
the land from whence thou camest ? And Abra- 
ham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring 
not my son thither again. The Lord God of 
heaven, which took me from my father's house, 
and from the land of my kindred, and which 
spake unto me, and that sware onto me, saying. 
Unto thy seed will I give this land ; he shall 
send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a 
wife unto my son from thence. And if the woman 
will not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt 
be clear from this my oath ; only bring not my 
son thither again. And the servant put his 
hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, 
and sware to him concerning that matter." (Gen. 
xxiv. X— 9.) 

I need not detail the story further, beautiful as 
h is, because you know it well. It is impossible 
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to read it without wondering, as the servant 
himself wondered, at the minute providence 
which followed him at every step of his journey, 
and which resulted in the willingness of mind 
given to Rebekah, to leave her home and her 
kindred, and to become the wife of Isaac. The 
blessing of God evidently rested on the whole 
plan, which was laid and executed in prayer; and 
he made it to succeed beyond the utmost expecta- 
tions of the fidthful old servant. Nor do we 
hear of any thing that marred the happiness of 
this union. It was "in the Lord;" and he 
blessed it with that blessing " which maketh rich, 
and addeth no sorrow with it." 

Of course I limit this observation to any 
result consequent on Rebekah's marriage with 
Isaac. Her life was not without sin, and, there- 
fore not without sorrow. Her partiality for 
Jacob-— the deception she practised upon her 
husband — ^that want of faith which led her 
to " make haste," instead of leaving the Lord to 
fulfil his own eternal purposes in his own way 
and time— all was of the flesh ; — it vrea %JIL 
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doing evil that good might come; and out of such 
a bitter root sprang much to trouble her. The 
chief source of her alarm and anxiety seemed 
to be, lest Jacob should marrj one of the daugh- 
ters of Canaan. Whether there existed any 
special ground for such an apprehension we are 
not told; but certainly the tone of Rebekah's 
expression seems to warrant such an inference. 
''And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of 
my life, because of the daughters of Heth : if 
Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, such 
as these which are of the daughters of the land, 
what good shall my life do me? " (Gen. xxvii. 46.) 
The cost was a dear one, at which Rebekah pur- 
chased security from such an evil; it was nothing 
less than a lengthened separation from her 
beloved, idolized Jacob. The first verse of the 
very next chapter tells us, "And Isaac called 
Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and 
said unto him. Thou shalt not take a wife of the 
daughters of Canaan. Arise, go to Padan-aram, 
to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father; and 
take thee a wife from thence, of the daughters of 
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Laban, thy mother's brother ; and God Almighty 
bless thee, &e. And Isaac sent away Jacob.'* 

In reference to all these strict injunctions from 
the patriarchs to their sons, it may possibly be 
said. But is it with us as with them? Israel, as a 
nation, were distinct from the nations around. 
Messiah was to descend in a direct line from 
Abraham; and Jewish parents were, on this 
account, so anxious to preserve their seed from 
any admixture with heathen blood. 

The genealogy of Christ was doubtless a pur- 
pose in the mind of Grod, and, therefore, to be to 
the letter fulfilled ; but that same divine mind is 
clearly developed in reference to the subject in 
question, separately from all national peculiarity. 
Indeed, it is not found that scripture couples this 
genealogical purpose with its injunctions on the 
point in question; but rather, that its strongest 
exhortations are made to bear on the personal 
results to the soul, which are inseparable from 
such ungodly alliances; and this is remarkably 
brought out in the very next passage which I 
shall select. 
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In the recapitulation of God's law by Moses, 
Deut. vii. 1, we read: "When the Lord thy God 
shall bring thee into the land whither thou goest 
to possess it, and hath cast out many nations 
before thee; the Hittites, and the G^rgashites, the 
Amorites, &c., &C.5 seveti nations greater and 
mightier than thou ; and when the Lord thy God 
shall deliver them before thee: thou shalt smite 
them, and utterly destroy them; thou shalt make 
no covenant with them, nor shew mercy unto 
them: neither shalt thou make marriages with 
them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his 
son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy 
son. For (and attention should be given to this 
* for') they will turn away thy son from follow- 
ing me, that they may serve other gods: so will 
the anger of the Lord be kindled against you, 
and destroy thee suddenly." And again, in this 
same book, it is strikingly written in reference to 
the duty of a king in Israel: "Neither shall he 
multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not 
away." (chap. xvii. 17.) Yes, it is the heart's holi- 
nes8, and the heart's obedience, to which every 
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command of God Appeals; not to that national 
self-seeking piide^ which made even an Esau 
to s6ek the blessiiig of birth-right " carefully with 
tears/* And as we proceed in the study of our 
subject, what Evidences meet us of the love 
involved in this reiterated command: a Solomon! 
a Samson ! an Ahab ! Oh, what depths do we 
find in their experience of the bitter results 
which sprung from forsaking this law of their 
God! And were the daily experimental page of 
many of the Lord's oWn people brought out 
before us now, what jm additional testimony 
would such record bear to the truth. " This is 
the love of Grod^ that we keep his command- 
ments: and his commandments are not grievous." 
(1 John V. 3.) 

But to proceed with our line of scriptural 
evidence. From Deuteronomy we pAss to Joshua; 
and here, in connection with our subject, a scene 
is presented to us of peculiar interest. The 
venerable patriarchy having gathered around 
him all the tribes and elders of Israel, pronounces 
to them his dying exhortation. Last words are 
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solemn words; and, surely, around such circum- 
stances our minds cannot fail to cast a halo of 
thought and feeling, which must lend its own in* 
fluence, and its own deep import to every individual 
point of exhortation and warning. Among them 
we find the following : — "Take good heed there- 
fore unto yourselves, that ye love the Lord your 
God. Else if ye do in any wise go back, and 
cleave unto the remnant of these nations, even 
these that remain among you, and shall make 
marriages with them, know for a certainty that 
the Lord your God will no more drive out any of 
these nations from before you; but they shall be 
snares and traps unto you, and scourges in your 
sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish 
from off this good land which the Lord your God 
hath given you." (Josh, xxiii. 11 — 13.) A pro- 
phecy how truly verified, and how quickly ! 
Only in the very commencement of the next 
book, we read that " the children of Israel dwelt 
among the Canaanites," &c.; nations which the 
Lord had left to prove Israel, as to whether they 
would, or would not, hearken to his command. 
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ments. "And they took their daughters to be 
their wives, and gave their daughters to their 
sons, and served their gods. Therefore the anger 
of the Lord was hot against Israel." (Judg. 
iii. 5, 6, 8.) 

The sad story of Samson comes next in suc- 
cession; and scarcely does the book of God itself 
afford a more strikingly instructive and solemn 
commentary on ungodly alliance than is found 
here. He that no man could conquer becomes 
conquered by the effect of woman's unhallowed 
influence; and shorn of his strength, what is 
Samson? 

O sudden change ! 
Is this the holy Nazarite, for whom 
Heaven show'd a miracle on the barren womb ? 
Is this that holy thing, against whose birth 
Angels must quit their thrones and visit earth ? 
Is this that blessed infant, that began 
To grow in favor so with God and man ? 
What, is this he who, strengthen^ by Heaven's hand, 
Was bom a champion to redeem the land ? 
Is this the man ? 

It is quite melancholy to pass from one to 
anoth^ of God's own children, in Old Testament 
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Story, and mark the prevalence of this great sin; 
yet is it very instructive also, and very much to 
the point, to trace how invariably God followed 
its commission with his severe displeasure and 
punishment. 

A greater than Samson next stands forth as 
a beacon, to warn us away from ungodly alliances. 

Solomon, a man beloved of the Lord ; — ^he who 
in the first year of his reign exhibited such an 
embodying of humility, and grace, and holy pro* 
mise, that to reverse the picture, as we are con- 
strained to do, is at once humbling and painful. 
But the biography of scripture, unlike that of 
other writing, is faithful — ^the pencil of truth 
sketches alike the light and the shade of charac- 
ter; and, while it records the wisdom of Solomon 
and his greatness, and the blessing with which 
the Lord blessed him, it keeps not back his 
declension, and his idolatry. " Solomon loved 
many strange women, together with the daughter 
of Pharaoh, women of the nations concerning 
which the Lord said unto the children of Israel, 
Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they 
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come in uato you: for surely they will turn away 
your heart after their gods : Solomon clave unto 
these in love. For it came to pass, when 
Solomon was old, that bis wives turned away 
his heart after other gods : and his heart was not 
perfect with the Lord his God, as was the heart 
of David his father. And Solomon did build an 
high place for Chemosh, &c. And lil^ewise did 
he for all his strange wives, which burnt incense 
and sacrificed unto tlieir gods. And the Lord was 
angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned 
from the Lord God of Israel. Wherefore the 
Lord said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this is 
done of thee, and thou hast not kept my 
covenant and my statutes, which I have com- 
manded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom 
from thee, and will give it to thy servant. Not- 
withstanding in thy days I will not do it, for 
David thy father's sake: but I will rend it out of 
the hand of thy son." (1 Kings xi. 1 — 12.) A 
judgment of which Behoboam painfully expe- 
rienced the bitterness. "Thus did Solomon king 
of Israel sin by these things-, yet,wcaQivx%TSi3Ko:5^'^- 
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tions was there no king like him, who was beloved 
of his God, and Gk)dmade him king over all Israel : 
nevertheless even him did outlandish women cause 
to sin." (Neh. xiii. 26.) 

But our subject must not leave him here; he 
stands as it were in the forefront of our picture ; 
the personification himself of the evil of which 
we treat ; holding in his uplifted hand that 
revelation of human nature, the book of Pro- 
verbs. He beckons the church away from those 
paths of death which he himself had trod; and 
from the " top of high places — at the gates — at 
the entry of the city — at the coming in at the 
doors " — everywhere, and to all, his voice sounds 
with emphatic expression. 

Dear children, may the Spirit give you all 
to receive, and be warned by the solemn instruc- 
tion which it is intended to convey ; and, by 
watchfulness and prayer, may you, in your indivi- 
dual experience, prove illustrations of that lovely 
picture, which is drawn for us in the closing page 
of this book. " Who can find a virtuous woman? 
for her price is above rubies. Tlaa \i<^w:t of her 
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husband doth safely trust in her. She will do 
him good and not evil all the days of her life. 
She openeth her mouth with wisdom ; and in her 
tongue is the law of kindness. She looketh well 
to the ways of her household, and eateth not the 
bread of idleness. Her children rise up, and 
call her blessed ; her husband also, and he prais- 
eth her. Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: 
but a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall 
be praised." (Prov. xxxi. 10—12, 26—28, 30.) 
It is pleasant to lend such a light as this to our 
picture, especially as the subjects next to be 
brought out are dark as sin can make them; and 
must find their place in the distance of the canvass 
where no light breaks. 

The wicked Ahab, he "who did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, above all that were before him," 
had yet to take one st€p more, ere his sin should 
rise to its climax. And it is this step in his 
history which more especially connects him with 
our subject. " And it came to pass, as if it had 
been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of 
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, \)aaX >aa Vo^ Xs^ 
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wife Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal, king of 
the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and 
worshiped him." (1 Kings xvi. 31.) 

What Ahab might have been» if unoonnected 
thus closely with this " cursed woman," we know 
not Something of conscience seems to betray 
itself in the fact, that he humbled himself before 
God at the word of the prophet Elijah; and, cer- 
tainly, the Scriptures attribute much to her 
ungodly influence. ^* There was none like unto 
Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickednesg 
in the sight of the Lord ; wham Jezebel his wife 
stirred up" (i Kings xxi. 25.) Satan filled that 
woman's heart; and most sad it is to trace her 
influence, not only as a wife, but as it descended 
a dark and sorrowful heritage to her children, 
and her children's children. 

The links of this chain are brought out with 
remarkable clearness in the following passages; 
and tend to show the multiplied and multiplying 
character of the evil we are considering. "In 
the fifth year of Joram, the son of Ahab king of 
Israel, Jehoshaphat being then king of Judah, 
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Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat began to reign. 
Thirty and two years old was he only. And he 
walked in the way of the kings of Israel, as did 
the house of Ahab : for the daughter of Ahab 
was his wife; and he did evil in the sight 
of the Lord." (2 Kings viii. 16, 18.)— This 
daughter of Ahab, whose name was Athaliah, had 
a son; he was called Ahaziah, and succeeded his 
father to the throne. " He also walked in the 
ways of the house of Ahab; for his mother was 
his counsellor to do vnckedly,'^ (2 Chron. xxii. 3.) 

Alas! who can tell a mother's power for evil or 
for good ? Through the gracious ordering of our 
God, the curse which he pronounced upon the 
woman in Paradise is often turned into the rich- 
est blessing ; and the very dependence of the 
infant, and the very sorrow of the mother, are 
made the root of an influence which, being exer- 
cised aright, grows with the growth of the child, 
and strengthens with the strength of the man, 
till its produce becomes rich and abundant fruit 
to the glory of God. 

And here my mind recurs to a scriptural illua- 
F 
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tration^ which has often struck me as probably 
resulting from the teaching and example of a 
pious mother. I refer to Hezekiah: — ^he bad in 
his father Ahaz such an example of unmixed 
evil, that in studying his character, it interested 
me to search ^nd see what counteracting iiifluencQ 
may have been exerted in his behalf as a child- 
His mother Abi was the daughter of that Zecha- 
riah, to whose character, as a man of God, scrip- 
ture bears testimony; it being written of him, 
in reference to the young king Uzziah, who was 
only sixteen years old when he began to reign, 
that "he sought God in the days of Zechariah, 
who had understanding in the visions of God ; 
and as long as he sought the Lord, God made him 
to prosper." (2 Chron. xxvi. 5.) Now it is not 
likely that he, whose hallowed influence was 
thus successfully exercised over the mind and 
heart of the young king, should neglect the 
spiritual instruction of his own child; and we 
may therefore infer, that Abi, as a Christian 
mother, trained the young mind of Hezekiah in 
the ways of holiness; and that, through the bless- 
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ing of Grod upon her instrumentality may be 
traced, those glorious results which sprung up to 
the Jewish nation, under the blessed administra- 
tion of Hezekiab. 

But it is time that we return from this digres- 
sion to consider, in scriptural order, the next in- 
teresting and powerful testimony which is given 
to our subject, in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. 
These fathers in Israel were brethren in spirit ; 
and exhibit in their conduct an uncompromising 
integrity and holy devotedness of Christian prin- 
ciple, worthy of all imitation. It may be well 
briefly to sketch their history, which is full of 
interest. 

Both Ezra and Nehemiah were children of the 
captivity — children who, like Moses of old, 
chose "rather to suffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of 
sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures of Egypt;'* and 
not like too many of their brethren, who, forgetting 
their high and separate standing, pelded them- 
selves to a worse than Babylon a co^tiyil^^ ^nnjJ. 
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became spiritually enchained by the fetters of 
allowed sin. 

Ezra was a man of high attainments : he was 
ably skilled in the law of Moses, and was the 
chief priest among the people. Artaxerxes, the 
Persian king, highly valued and appreciated him; 
and this, as may be supposed, gave an additional 
weight to his influence. His heart yearned after 
the land of his fathers; and the years which, in 
the purpose of God, were to terminate their cap- 
tivity being now about to expire, it was put into 
Ezra's heart to determine, in the strength of his 
God, to take some of the elders of Israel, then in 
Babylon, and to go up to Jerusalem* 

In order to the execution of such a design, the 
permission of Artaxerxes was of course necessary 5 
but Ezra knew that " the king's heart is in the 
hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water;" (Prov. 
xxi. 1 ;) and in prayerful dependence upon his 
God, he went in a spirit of holy boldi^ess to his 
sovereign; and having touchingly detailed to him 
his country's desolation, he told out the desire 
of bis heart, and craved permission to go to Je- 
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rusalem; and to take with him such of his 
brethren who were of one heart and mind with 
himself. "The king granted him all his request, 
according to the hand of the Lord his God upon 
him." (Ezra vii. 6.) He supplied him with 
money out of his own treasure-house — permitted 
levies to be raised in Babylon, for the services of 
the temple — ^gave him a decree to ensure his safe 
conduct beyond the river — and, by every means in 
his power, forwarded the blessed work which 
Ezra had undertaken. 

Having spent three days in fasting and prayer 
for a blessing upon their journey, Ezra and his 
companions set out, and in about four months 
arrived at Jerusalem. 

Thus was Ezra made the chief agent in accom- 
plishing Grod's gracious design to restore Israel to 
their land, after the seventy years of captivity 
had expired. 

Josephus tells us, that it was eighteen years 
after this that Nehemiah got his commission to 
go up to Jerusalem, during which time he says 
Ezra had died ; and thus laa «^Q,o\rQX<^ i^x ^^'^ 
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state of misery and destitution in which both the 
city and people were, and which could not have 
existed under the wise goyemment of Ezra. 
Nehemiah was the royal cuprbearer in the Persian 
court He was one day walking in Susa, and 
happening to pass some strangers who were 
talking together, his ear caught the accents of 
his heart's language, the Hebrew tongue. This 
arrested him; he stopped, and asked whence 
they came; and finding that they had just 
arrived from Judea, he made enquiry as to the 
state of Jerusalem, and of his brethren there. 

The account which they gave was distressing. 
" The remnant that are left of the captivity there 
in the province are in great affliction and reproach 
(say they) ; the wall of Jerusalem also is broken 
down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire. 
And it came to pass when I heard these words, 
that I sat down and wept ; and mourned certain 
days, and fasted, and prayed before the Grod of 
heaven." (Nehemiah i. 3, 4.) His prayer, his 
sadness of heart and countenance, and the effect 
which they had upon the kmg, are «3i tAMchin^ly 
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related in the succeeding verses. The royal mas- 
ter's sympathies responded to the sorrow of his 
servant ; and, as in the case of Ezra, he permitted 
Nehemiah to go up to the city of his fathers, and 
to rebuild its broken walls. 

Ezra having by his instrumentality restored 
the service of the temple, and brought order and 
blessing to his people and his land, received 
tidings which cast his spirit into the deepest 
despondebcy. Scripture thus gives the history. 
"Now when these things were done, the princes 
came to me, saying. The people of Israel, the 
priests, and the Levites, have not separated 
themselves from the people of the lands^ doing 
according to their abominations ; even of the Ca- 
naanites, &c. For they have t<aken of their 
daughters for themselves, and for their sons; so 
that the holy seed have mingled themselves with 
the people of those lands ; yea, the hand of the 
princes and rulers hath been chief in this trespass. 
And when I heard this thing, I rent my garment, 
and my mantle, and plucked off the hair of my 
head, and of my beard, and sat down, aftt^tiied. 
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Then were assembled unto me every one that 
trembled at the words of the Grod of Israel, 
because of the transgression of those that had 
been carried awaj : and I sat astonied until the 
evening sacrifice. And at the evening sacrifice 
I arose up from mj heaviness ; and having rent 
mj garment and mj mantle, I fell upon my 
knees, and spread out my hands unto the Lord 
my God, and said, O my God, I am ashamed and 
blush to lift up my face to thee, my God: for 
our iniquities are increased over our head, and 
our trespass is grown up unto the heavens. 
Since the days of our fathers have we be^n in a 
great trespass unto this day ; and for our iniquities 
have we, our kings, and our priests, been de- 
livered into the hand of the kings of the lands, 
to the sword, to captivity, and to a spoil, and to 
confusion of face, as it is this day. And now for 
a little space, grace hath been shewed from the 
Lord our God, to leave us a remnant to escape, 
and to give us a nail in his holy place, that our 
God may lighten our eyes, and give us a little 
reviving in our bondage. For we were bondmen ; 
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jet our Grod hath not forsaken us in our bondage, 
but hath extended mercy unto us in the sight of 
the kings of Persia, to give us a reviving, to set 
up the house of our Grod, and to repair the deso- 
lations thereof, and to give us a wall in Judah 
and in Jerusalem. And now, O our God, what 
shall we say after this ? for we have forsaken thy 
commandments, which thou hast conmianded by 
thy servants the prophets, saying. The land, unto 
which ye go to possess it, is an unclean land 
with the filthiness of the people of the lands, 
with their abominations, which have filled it 
from one end to another with their uncleanness. 
Now therefore give not your daughters unto their 
sons, neither take their daughters unto your sons^ 
nor seek their peace or their wealth for ever : 
that ye may be strong, and eat the good of the 
land, and leave it for an inheritance to your 
children for ever. And after all that is come 
upon us for our evil deeds, and for our great 
trespass, seeing that thou our Grod hast punished 
us less than our iniquities deserve, and hast 
given us such deliverance as thia\ «fcL<;i>\\iL ^^ 



74 OlO-Y m THE LORD; 

again break thy commandments, and join in 
affinity with the people of th^se abominations? 
wouldest not thou be angry wiUi tid till thou bait 
consumed us, so that there should be no i^emnant 
nor escaping ? O Lord Grod of Israel, thou art 
righteous : for we remain yet esoi^>ed» as it is this 
day : behold, we are before thee in our trespasses ; 
for we cannot stand before thee because of this.'' 
(Ezra ix.) 

Perhaps nothing that we have as yet transcribe 
from the word of Grod, gives so comprehensive a 
view of the light in which God taught his ser- 
vants of old to regard ungodly affinity, as the 
breathings of this remarkable prayer, so full of 
deep humiliation, and earnest confession. The 
result is strongly atid practically brought out in 
the following chapter, and affi)rds a beautiful 
illustration of that godly sorrow, which worketh 
repentance not to be repented of. " Now when 
Ezra had prayed, and when he had confessed^ 
weeping and casting himself down before the 
house of God, there assembled unto him out of 
Israel a very great congregation of men and 
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women and children: for the people wept very 
sore. And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel> one of the 
sons of Elam, answered and said unto E^ra, We 
have trespassed against our Grod, and have tBketi 
strange wives of the people of the land : yet now 
there is hope in Israel concerning this thing. 
Now therefore let us make a covenant with our 
Gk)d to put away all the wives^ and such as are 
born of them, according to the counsel of my lord, 
and of those that tremble at the commandihent of 
our God ; and let it be done according to the law. 
Arise ; for this matter belongeth unto thee : we 
also will be with thee : be of good courage, and 
do it." (Ezra x. 1— 5*> 

The chapter closes with a list of thode who 
were called to mi^e this sacrifice of final separa^ 
tion from their wives and children ; and in the 
following book of Nehemiah, the same spirit 
breathes itself out in a tone of uncompromising 
decision. *'In those days also saw I Jews that 
had married wived of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of 
Moab: and their children spake half in the 
speech of Ashdod, and couli TiO\» ^^^^^ *^ss. ^^c& 
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Jews' language, but according to the language of 
each people. And I contended with them, and 
cursed them, and smote certain of them, and 
plucked off their hair, and made them swear by 
God, saying, Ye shall not give your daughters 
unto their sons, nor take their daughters unto 
your sons, or for yourselves. Shall we then 
hearken unto you to do all this great evil, to 
transgress against our God in marrying strange 
wives ? And one of tho sons of Joiada, the son 
of Eliashib the high priest, was son in law 
to Sanballat the Horonite : therefore I chased 
him from me." (Neh. xiii. 23—25, 27, 28.) 

Ezra and Nehemiah felt (and that in the true 
scripture sense of the expression) that "evil com- 
munications corrupt good manners ; " and the de- 
cided course which they adopted, to rid the Church 
at Jerusalem of the contamination of ungodly 
affinity, is worthy of all observation. Irrespective 
of rank or station, or even of unhallowed natural 
affection, no less a sacrifice was demanded than 
that wives and children alike should be put away 
— the innocent with the guilty. 
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It must have been a painful alternative indeed, 
both for the priest and the people ; and as we cast 
our eye over the long list of those who were called 
to the sacrifice, we are taught to measure with 
closer accuracy our proneness to this class of evil, 
and to see how deeply important it is, that we 
watch the very beginning of a sin which does so 
easily beset the fallen children of Adam. 

Only let us picture to ourselves the sorrowing 
band of women and children, widowed and father- 
less, tracking their weary way back to Babylon ; 
and then turn to consider those sons of Judah 
whose sin had involved them in such desolation 
and misery, and say, is not the way of transgres- 
sors hard ? How full of bitterness must have 
been the compunctions of these husbands ! They 
had sinned against a light which should have 
taught them not to seek communion with dark- 
ness ; but, alas ! it is difficult to be in the world, 
yet not of it. Blended with the idolatrous nations, 
they had partaken of their spirit ; and when they 
were captive amongst them, they forgot the com- 
mand of their God, and married th^ dwA%\!Afcx^ ^^ 
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the land. They became unequally yoked togethei 
with unbeUevers ; and when the years of theii 
captivity were over, and a way back to their land 
and its distinguished privileges was opened, hj 
the gracious providence of their Grod, their sin 
came to mar the song of joy and thanksgiving 
which should have risen full and clear, from un- 
divided hearts, in triumph at their deliverance. 
Ties dear to flesh and blood had to be broken, 
because formed not " in the Lord ; " and thi 
command of Him, whose love is unsparing to sin. 
went forth, " Come out from among them, and \x 
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not th< 
unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will Ix 
a father to you, and ye shall be my sons anc 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." (2 Cor. vi 
17, 18.) 

And thus, dear childi*en. it is now. The dis 
pensation is changed, it is true, but God changetl 
not. He is " Jesus Christ, the same yesterday 
and to-day, and for ever," — ^that same Jesus, who 
when on earth, wrought his first miracle at i 
maniage feast, gladdening it with his presence 
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and cheering it with his love, as if to honour with 
a peculiar honour that ordinance which is meant 
to reflect, as in a mirror, the glorious day of his 
own espousals, when " the marriage of the Lamb 
is come, and his wife hath made herself ready." 
(Rev. xix. 7.) 

Would that I may be able, whenever I hear of 
the marriage of any of my dear children, to feel 
assured, " And both Jesus was called and his dis- 
ciples to the marriage." (John ii. 2.) Then all 
must be well, for never would his presence be 
sought or found except at a marriage whjch is 
'* in the Lord." And surely this scripture leaves 
us without doubt as to its being the will of Him, 
who wiUeth your sanctification, to raise your joys 
high. He turned the water into wine in token 
of a love that is " better than wine ; " and truly 
it is the delusion of him who first destroyed the 
holiness, and therefore the happiness of man, who 
would tempt your young hearts to believe that ho- 
liness and spirituality of life and conversation are 
inconsistent with the buoyancy of your hopes, and 
the brightness of your anticipations. L\dfc<;ii^^<cR^^ 
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is not sparing in bis love to jou ; it is far, far 
otherwise. I know a couple myself, who, before 
they married, never met and parted without 
prayer ; and their domestic joy and peace mani- 
fest a result correspondent with such means. 
They are happy themselves, and their children 
rise up and call them blessed. Instances such as 
this are most rare : may they be frequent amongst 
you, whom the Lord has given me to train for his 
service. 

If you marry, strive to be examples of the wife 
whose " price is above rubies." Let subjection 
and submission characterise all your walk and 
conversation, and seek to have your graces felt 
and prized more at home than abroad. 

Next to your Grod, live for your husband. 
Give him all your confidence, and never let him 
find you unworthy of his. 

Be not careful after that outward adorning, 
against which the apostle warns you, but seek 
rather the becoming dress of "women professing 
godliness. " If some of the time spent in arranging 
a marriage trotisseaUy were given to the considera- 
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tion of what Scripture details as comprising the 
ornamental dress of a christian wife, how would 
this occupation repress the lavish expenditure 
bestowed upon the other — ^how much vanity 
would it curb — how much simplicity would it 
foster. The clothing of humility — the adorning 
of modesty — ^the "chaste conversation coupled 
with fear" — ^the silence — ^the subjection — the 
obedience ; these compose the scriptural trousseau. 
Put them on, dear children, and they will lend a 
grace to your characters which shall be seen and 
admired by all, save by her who wears them. 

And now, as my closing word, let me add — 
for your soul's sake, and for God*s glory in you ; 
— for the sake of him who may be your husband ; 
— for your children's sake, if the Lord lend them 
to you ; — ^for the sake of her, who in aU prayer- 
fulness and affection writes to you ; — ^if it be your 
lot in life to marry, let it be in the Lord — 

"ONLY IN THE LoRD." 
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